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2018 SESSION IN REVIEW

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

The Legislature’s 2018 session ended on March 8. The good 
news is that the session ended on time. The bad news is that 
many bad bills were passed by the Legislature during our 60 
days in Olympia.

During the five previous years, a Republican-led coalition 
held a narrow majority in the Senate while the Democrats 
had control of the House. This coalition in the Senate acted 
as a roadblock that prevented many costly or overreaching 
Seattle-centric bills from passing the Legislature and reaching 
Governor Jay Inslee’s desk.

While we couldn’t completely stop the onslaught of bad 
bills this year, we were successful in preventing the passage 
of one of the very worst bills considered – Governor Inslee’s 
proposed “energy tax” that would have had a disastrous impact 
on many businesses and homes in the 7th District and across 
Washington.

We appreciate all of you who took time to contact us via 
phone calls, emails or letters. Your input matters as we 
represent you in Olympia. We might not always agree on every 
issue, but we always listen and carefully consider your opinions 
and ideas as we vote on your behalf in the Legislature.

You can learn more about what happened in Olympia this 
session by reading this newsletter. If you have questions or 
comments about any of the issues addressed during this 
session, please don’t hesitate to contact us. And if you have 
ideas for a bill for next year, make sure to share it with one of us!

Thank you for the honor and privilege of serving you in the 
Legislature.

Sincerely,

Sen. Shelly Short
Rep. Joel Kretz
Rep. Jacquelin Maycumber
P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600

2018 Session in Review
 

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
SEATTLE, WA

PERMIT NO. 1885

Shelly Short • Joel Kretz • Jacquelin Maycumber

TOLL-FREE LEGISLATIVE HOTLINE: 1-800-562-6000

HEARING-IMPAIRED HOTLINE: 1-800-833-6388

Senator Shelly Short
COMMITTEES 
•  Local Government (Ranking Member)
•  Higher Education and Workforce 

Development

OLYMPIA OFFICE
409 Legislative Building
P.O. Box 40407
Olympia, WA 98504-0407
(360) 786-7612
Shelly.Short@leg.wa.gov
www.shellyshort.src.wastateleg.org

Representative Joel Kretz
Deputy Leader
COMMITTEES
•  Agriculture & Natural Resources
•  Rules (Assistant Ranking Member)

OLYMPIA OFFICE
335A Legislative Building 
P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
(360) 786-7988
Joel.Kretz@leg.wa.gov
www.representativejoelkretz.com

Representative Jacquelin Maycumber
COMMITTEES 
•  Environment (Assistant Ranking Member)
•  Health Care & Wellness

OLYMPIA OFFICE
411 John L. O’Brien Building
P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
(360) 786-7908
Jacquelin.Maycumber@leg.wa.gov 
www.representativejacquelinmaycumber.com

Rep. Jacquelin Maycumber

Sen. Shelly Short Rep. Joel Kretz

Health care and the community
Governor Inslee recently signed into law two bills from 

Sen. Short that deal with issues affecting constituents in 
the 7th District and statewide.

The law created by Senate Bill 6155 (Rep. Maycumber 
sponsored a companion bill in the House, House Bill 
2557) requires the state Department of Licensing to 
provide each driver’s license or identicard applicant 
with written materials regarding bone-marrow donation. 
A 10-year-old Deer Park resident named Jada Bascom 
inspired this bill. Soon after Jada was born in April 2007, 
she was diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia, an 
aggressive form of cancer that starts in the bone marrow. 
Chemotherapy did not work, so Jada’s family searched for 
a bone-marrow transplant. Out of 7 million people in the 
National Bone Marrow Registry at that time, no match was 
located. A match finally was found in Germany, and Jada 
received a lifesaving transplant in November 2007. Senate 
Bill 6155, the first law of its kind in our nation, will inform 

Washington residents about the urgent need for bone-
marrow donors, generating more interest in the national 
marrow-donor program and its potential for saving lives.

Senate Bill 6157 will help patients have access to the 
health-care benefits they’ve already paid for in their 
health plans. This new law will enable patients to have six 
consecutive treatment visits, without prior authorization, 
with specialty-care providers that have been determined to 
be medically necessary.

Many patients and providers throughout our district 
have told us how frustrated they are over this issue. Giving 
patients access to timely care would allow them the best 
chance of recovery without surgery or having to take pain 
pills for extended periods of time. It does not prevent the 
insurers’ use of prior authorization. In fact, many carriers 
in this state have said they already internally allow up to six 
visits. What’s unfortunate is the lack of consistency in how 
they do that. This new law helps fix this problem.
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No 2018 property tax relief
One of the big drawbacks of the K-12 education funding law passed by the Legislature last year 

was that it increased 2018 property taxes for homeowners across Washington. Thanks to $2.3 
billion more in state revenue than expected, lawmakers this year had a great chance to provide 
meaningful relief to property owners who experienced a spike in their property-tax bills this year.

Instead, majority Democrats passed a bill that offers almost no property-tax relief in 2019 
(approximately $90/year on a $300,000 home), and none this year. In addition, with no 
assurances this money will not be diverted in the future, there is no guarantee property owners 
will see any relief at all.

Their plan also relies on diverting more than $700 million that would normally go into the state’s 
Rainy Day Fund. We could have provided property-tax relief this year, without impacting the Rainy 
Day Fund. It is dangerous and unwise to divert money meant for our state’s savings account.

Rural economic 
development

Jobs and our rural economies 
continue to be a main emphasis 
for us in the Legislature. Last 
year, despite broad bipartisan 
support, Governor Inslee vetoed 
legislation that would have 

given rural manufacturers the same business and 
occupation (B&O) deal that Boeing receives. The bill 
would have benefited 10,000 employers according to 
the state Department of Revenue, potentially creating 
new jobs with new manufacturing opportunities. We 
tried once again to pass this bill into law, giving rural 
manufacturers a boost. But the majority party refused 
to allow a vote on the bill.

Rep. Maycumber also cosponsored House Bill 
2992 to extend the preferential B&O tax rate for all 
manufacturers in rural Washington. In addition, the 
bill was amended to include the fish and forest B&O 
tax break throughout the state. Some of the higher-
paying jobs in our district are in the wood products 
industries. We need to be just as concerned about 
keeping the jobs we have as we are about attracting 
new jobs.

Even though the bill did not pass the Legislature, 
the idea was still alive into the late hours of session as 
she tried to amend the operating budget to include 
this important legislation. While it was not in the final 
budget agreement, Rep. Maycumber will continue 
to work on this issue to help protect jobs in rural 
Washington.

Bill creating “energy tax” fails; initiative introduced
Going into this session, we knew some in Olympia would try to impose new taxes. We’re 

glad to say their efforts failed. Perhaps the scariest of the tax proposals was Governor 
Inslee’s plan to create a tax on carbon emissions. It was more accurately called an “energy 
tax” because it would hurt anyone who uses energy in our state, whether for power, heat or 
fuel, including our job creators and industry. It would have especially burdened low- and 
middle-class families who live a long distance from where they work. Fortunately, this bill 
(Senate Bill 6203) failed to reach the full Senate for a vote.

Soon after the governor’s energy-tax bill died, near the end of the session, a statewide 
citizen initiative was filed. Initiative 1631 would charge “pollution fees” on certain sources of 
greenhouse gases, starting in 2020. A public board would supervise spending the revenues 
on reducing pollution, renewable energy and addressing climate-change impacts to the 
environment and communities. I-1631 sponsors need to submit at least 259,622 valid signatures from Washington 
voters by July 6 to qualify for the General Election ballot this fall.

Keeping our kids safe!
We must address mental illness, 

depression, suicide, bullying, 
gang violence, family values, 
technology, and how we respond 
to threats in order to protect our 
students. “See something, say 
something” must be followed 
up with “do something.” We had 
legislation this year (The Students 
Protecting Students Program) 
that would allow students to use 
a mobile app to provide a secure 
and anonymous method of 
reporting activities that could 
be unsafe and dangerous. We 
also sponsored a budget 
amendment that would 
have provided funding 
to school districts 
for more school 
resource officers. 
Both of these efforts 
were denied by 
Democrats.
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“Hirst fix” on water rights 
reached early in session

After months of negotiations, the Legislature early 
this session reached a compromise on a bipartisan 
solution that offers rural landowners a path for drilling 
household water wells. The “Hirst-fix” bill was in 
response to a state Supreme Court ruling a few years 
ago known as “Hirst,” which essentially prevented rural 
landowners from drilling wells on their property.

For most of the 7th District, this new law takes us back 
to the time before the Hirst decision. If you own a well 
on private property and have been waiting to build, you 
can get a building permit now. The new rules under this 
law give a green light to new wells and construction in 
areas where city water and community water systems 
do not reach. As the Deputy Minority Leader, Rep. Kretz 
was involved in the final negotiations and helped broker 
the final agreement.

Wildfires and wolves
Last session, Rep. Kretz had two significant 

wildfire bills signed into law. House Bill 1489 
requires the Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) to enter into preemptive wildfire 
suppression agreements with local contractors as 
well as landowners. The idea is to help keep small 
wildfires small by utilizing local contractors who 
know the area and can respond quickly. His second 
bill, House Bill 1711, directs DNR to prioritize 
forest health treatments to specific tracts of land in 
order to prevent and help fight future wildfires.

Rep. Maycumber sponsored legislation this session to help the state 
manage heavy forest fuel loads by utilizing best forest practices in immediate 
and emergent fire-danger areas, like sheep grazing and brush clearing. 
State Environmental Protection Act protocols can take up to 24 months to 
allow local land managers the ability to use established land management 
techniques. While the bill didn’t pass the Legislature, it did allow us to point 
out the problems with quickly obtaining the needed permits for certain land 
management activities when trying to keep our lands and communities safe 
from wildfires.

While most in Olympia have no interest in addressing Northeast 
Washington’s wolf problem, Rep. Kretz has been working diligently on the 
issue. His legislation was eventually amended into the supplemental budget 
to begin the process of translocating wolves from parts of the state with 
multiple packs to regions where there are none in an effort to provide relief 
for local citizens and to help speed up the delisting of wolves from state 
endangered status.


